Tilling land up and down the slope increases chances of high erosion (Plate 4.1). Most farmers in Isiukhu river catchment till their farms up and down the slope encouraging high soil erosion risk. Poor land use increases C factor values.
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[bookmark: _Toc482954378]Plate 4. 1: Tilling land up and down the slope (improper land use) leads to high values C factor

Tilling land without soil erosion control support measures increases erosion rate (Plate 4.2). Most farms in Isiukhu river catchment have no soil erosion control support structures making P factor to have a maximum value of 1.
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[bookmark: _Toc482954379]Plate 4. 2: A bare farm without soil erosion control structures in Isiukhu river catchment

Opening up land on steep slopes of Nandi escarpment which is the source of Isiukhu river is among the main factors contributing to soil erosion risk (Plate 4.3)
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[bookmark: _Toc482954380]Plate 4. 3: Soil erosion on steep slopes of Isiukhu river source

Plate 4.3 shows evidence of encroachment on Isiukhu river catchment through intensive farming activities. Clearing forest land for crop activities and settlement has led to soil erosion risk within the catchment.

Plate 4.4 shows evidence of encroachment on Isiukhu river catchment through intensive farming activities. Clearing forest land for crop activities and settlement has led to soil erosion risk within the catchment.
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[bookmark: _Toc482954381]Plate 4. 4: Encroachment of Isiukhu river catchment
Source: Google map

Forest encroachment leads to high surface run-off. Encroachment on Isiukhu river catchment has increased with time (Plate 4.5).
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[bookmark: _Toc482954382]Plate 4. 5: Forest encroachment in Isiukhu river catchment

High rate of deforestation in Isiukhu river catchment has exposed ground surface to surface run-off (Plate 4.6). 
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[bookmark: _Toc482954383]Plate 4. 6: Deforestation  exposes ground surface



Plate 4.7 shows the landslide that occurred at Khuvasali area in Isiukhu river catchment in August 2007. The community within the catchment have not implemented erosion control measures to reduce land slide.
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[bookmark: _Toc482954384]Plate 4. 7: Rescue team at KIhuvasali landslide in August 2007
Source: UN, 2007
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[bookmark: _Toc482954385]Plate 4. 8: Rescuers at Chepng’abai hills Landslide in May  2016
Source: UN, 2016
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Budalangi in particular. Five deaths were
confirmed and nine sub-locations affected
of which 7 were completely marooned
resulting in the displacement of a total of
18,000 inhabitants. According to reports
by the National Disaster Operation Cen-
tre, there has been considerable damage
to infrastructure as 2 main roads and 2
bridges were damaged; 3 schools and 4
health centres were also damaged while
others were used as relief centres.

The government through the National
Disaster Operations Centre (NOC) is co-
ordinating the response which is mainly
being implemented by the Kenya Red
Cross, MSF-France, MSF-Spain and

World Vision Intemational. Other partners
active in the response include the Ministry
of Health and of Water with donations
from WHO and UNICEF. The govemment
provided a helicopter to faciltate the airift-
ing of food and other relef tems; the
Kenya Red Cross received contributions
of cash and in kind which are being dis-
tributed jointly with government stocks.
Initial gaps in the response were mainly
for sanitation supplies and equipment
such as chlorination tabs and mobile toi-
lets. There are worries about the health
consequences of the floods in this highly
malaria prone region where cholera has
been a persistent problem over the past
several months.

Rescue team at Khuvasali landslide

In addition to floods, heavy rains experi-
enced in Westem parts of Kenya resulted
in landslides affecting Khuvasali vilage in
Kakamega North, Busia district and Kerio
Valley. A total of eight people were killed
and 49 families displaced in Kakamega
north. Rescue operations were hugely
hampered by the incessant rainfall and
lack of proper rescue equipment. Kenya
Red Cross worked with the district authori-
ties to provide relief assistance to the
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slides are a result of destruction to the.

vegetation along the escarpment loosen-

ing the soils i.e. through charcoal burning
o engaging in agricul-
tural activities along the
escarpment.

Meanwhile in North Rift,
reports indicate that the
unusual and iegular
heavy rains currently
experienced are destroy-
ing maize and wheat
crops. Farmers have
expressed concem as
they may incur poor har-
vests this season as a
result. This could have a
negative impact on food
security in the country
considering that the Rift.

InNjoro, hailstorm left a train of destruc-

tion on farms, shredding maize leaves and

flooding big portions of wheat and barley.

Geologists wam that due to above normal
rainfall and saturated soil, more landsiides
can be anticipated. As a safety measure,
people living on lower slopes are encour-
aged to relocate to safer areas, not higher
on the slopes.
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